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Background 
 
Tourism activity in the Kootenay region has outpaced much of the province over the last several 
years as more people have discovered its natural beauty and the recreational activities it offers. The 
area receives visitors from Canada, the US, Europe, and Asia. Commercial enterprises such as ski 
resorts, golf courses and hotels have been developed to capitalize on the emerging worldwide 
interest. Cranbrook Airport has been identified as a potential gateway through which tourists from 
afar could access the Canadian Rockies. Significant changes to the airport are underway to 
accommodate larger aircraft and more passengers.  
 
The City of Cranbrook in partnership with several levels of government has commissioned 
significant upgrades to the airport facilities that are currently underway.  These upgrades include 
an extension to the existing runway, terminal building expansion, and a series of upgrades to the 
fuelling, baggage handling, and related operational areas.  Of significant interest is the construction 
of a CBSA (Canada Customs and Immigrations) facility to ensure timely processing of passengers 
is available on demand. 
 
COMPLETE   8000-foot runway extension and navigational aid upgrades 
 
COMPLETE  Opening of the International Arrivals Area 
 
COMPLETE  Opening of the Canada Border Services Facility 
 
COMPLETE  Opening of the International Departures Area 
   
COMPLETE  New Air Terminal Building  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Artist rendition of the passenger check in area including a stunning view of the Canadian Rocky Mountains
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